
Callie Dig Explosion Da....s88 Houses

Sci-Fi Channel To Laulch In NYC
NEW YORK - USA Networks' Sci-Fi Channel said it had reached an

agreement with Time Warner Cable ofNew York City for the channel
to launch to more than 1 million Time Warner subscribers on March 1.

Aside from increasing Sci-Fi's subscriber total to 18.5 million sub
scribers, the deal is significant because sources have said the two com
panies have been feuding over USA's affiliate deal with Time Warner
Cable. While the two sides have disagreed abJut the USA deal, Sci-Fi
has received only a limited rollout on Time Warner systems.

Douglas Holloway, senior vice president ofaffiliate relations for USA
Networks, declined to romment directly about USA and Time Warner's
stonny relationship, but said, "You can assume that you're probably ror-
rect." .

Time Warner is also converting SportsChannel New York from a
premium service to an expanded basic tier. -MeN

By ROD GRANGER

NEW YORK - A sub-contrac
tor hired by Prestige Cable TV
inadvertently struck a four-inch
gas main in Westminster, Md.,

on Jan. 19, causing an explosion
that damaged approximately 88
homes and caused an estimat
ed $1 million in damage.

Prestige, based in Cartersville,
Ga., released a statement ex-

pressing concern for anyone dis
placed by the incident and ex
plaining that the company had
followed proper procedures in at
tempting to replace a cable line.

Prestige also said that Balti
more Gas and Electric had
marked their underground gas
lines on Jan. 13.

Maryland Underground Inc.
was hired to do the excavation
work and in tum hired Apollo
Contracting, which began its
work on Jan. 19, according to
the statement.

"It was an unusual set of cir
cumstances," said Art Slusark,
director of public information
for Baltimore Gas and Electric.

Following the line break, a
BG&E technician found low lev
els of gas in two homes, and
shut off the gas.

Three hours later, the house

at 90 Sunshine Way was "lev
eled," Slusark said.

Sixty-eight homes were dam
aged by the blast, while another
20 were condemned as a result.

The state fire marshall theo
rized that the explosion was
caused by gas working its way
through rain-soaked ground
and collecting in the basement
of the house that exploded,
Slusark said.

Liability for the incident is
under investigation. The mar
shall determined the explosion
was an accident, but doesn't
deal with civil cases. BG&E is
conducting its own analysis.
"We didn't hit the gas main;
someone else did," said Slusark.

Prestige said it is "actively
working" with the other compa
nies involved to investigate the
situation. -Ma
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~1NWl,MA8s. - Bumn-
"" .... "extreme\y interested" in .
aettiJlI hilIb1peed data commu·
meatlona aerW:ea from cable op
era.., accordillg to a survey
CODduded by Digital Equipment
Carp.

The IIUl'VeY hit 73.000 govern·
ment. ed_tiona\, health care
and manufacturing companies.
as well as commercial Internet
users.

The 9,500 _pon",," - repre·
senting a 13 percent respollle
rate - ahowed that corporations
are mr.er.tad in eabIe because it
oombinea biah bandwidth and
lDultipalnt. distribution, allowing
them to do thinp like manufac
turing deailJl, video teleconfer.
encing, tIiataDce learning and
~

"lba speed, Bize and enthusi.
_ rltbe nllIpCIlS8 to the IUI'V8Y
show that hu.iDeas wanta biIh·
apeed, multimadia communica·
tions over cable's broadband net
work, and wants it now; said
I.da Levick, marketing manager
ofEmerPnc Network Technolo
gies (or Digital's Network Prod·
uctB..a.-.

Dic:ital otfidaIB said about 230
cable operators have since re
quested more information on the
fiDdinaB, which they heard about
throuab a campaign Digital ini·
tiated to "help operators dete...
mine iftheir plants are ready for
data communications: -.lICII

COMpanies Ask For
Speedy Cable Data

A woman on the second a--of
one of tha homes that exploded
was thrown clear by the blast.
The 0IlIy serious iJIjury wu to a
three-month-<Jld child in a naar
by reaicIeoce who suft'ered a br0
ken tolIubone.

Marl< Stutz, a spoltaman for
Public Service Co. of Colorado,

We think of ourselves as a resource for you 
a source of supply and support, information and
expertise. When it is time for you to make your
purchasing decisions, we arc there to back you up
100% of the time.

In all of our sales ccnters, you will find
dependable service, competitive pricing and
on-time delivery.

by an electrical .park, flattening
both resiclences and causing se
vere lire damage to three others.
Two of those homes will have to
be tDIdemned and tom down, the
Denver Poet reported.

Miraculously, only minor in·
juries were reported. although
there were some close call•.

R4aiIM W"lIo1l
OC<llu., Florida

]acIt ere-.
ClllTbb",.,. Wut ViTginia

said thie was not the first time a
suboontnu:tor working for a cable
company had JIl!Vered one of the
utility's pa lines.

"We've had lOme problems
with subcontractors for cable
oompllJIies, but I oouldn't give you
an exact number," Stutz said.

Steve Santamaria, general
,- .., manapr o( TCrs cable opera-

tioaa in metro Denver, said the
lIUiloloInc:tor had been suspend
ed from cIciq UU' more work for
TCI JMlIlditIIu invtetiptlon.

Howwer, Seatemaria said De
veIopen Cable Cooatrw:tion had
... 120 miIea o( underground
driIIiDc iJrTCI rlQOOrado in the
lut two yun, "and they hadn't
had an iDcident during that
tinw."

Santamaria beaded a Tel re
sponse team that visited the ate
two daralater, olfering asUtance
wlt:h IodciD& food and clothing.
TCIs~JonBowm.n

said the company wanted to de
termine what, ifany, "gaps" ex·
isted in insurance coverage for
familiaa alIIctad by the expIcaIoa.

"We woWd be totally willing to
lIIl in _ ofthoae gaps, ifpos-
sible," Bowman said. "Baaical\y,
...'re~ away from any fin·
pr-)lCIiDtinI or liability iasuea.
n... will be dealt with in the
weeks and months ahead."-/I(1i

TeleWire JlJPPl {

Our success depends on your satisfaction.

LET US
'.'RI.CE

O'IISEl'ES

Inc. was using a "Ditch Witch;
an undet'lfOUDd drilling tool. to
bore a 9OO-tOOt path for television
cable when it sliced an ll-inch
section out ofa natural gas line
that runs beneath the amuent
Stratford Lakes subdivision.

The gas _pad into two near
by homes. where it was ignited

We are the dedicated management staff...

<UI«SIUH wv lIIIl·m·l2II,NllAs, rr _3·!2N.1lDMI. COIllll-232-f31f.F_w'1ll" 1IJII.4l1~124·WAYrnt1I11J11.41US96.oau. FL....ms
Oltll_!owIr

Our name is TeleWirc Supply - and wc've
got a fresh approach to business. We've madc

service our first priority. Servicc is the key to
ensuring that your rcquircments are filled, your
questions are answered and your problems arc
solved. Our job isn't finished until you are
completely satisfied.

By JOE ESTRELLA

10 ~......

DBNvElI- A Tel ofColorado
mbcontractor was blamed last
...... for an explosion that leveled
;w() homes and severely clamaglld
:hree othen in an upllCllle subdi
lision north ofDenver.

Developen Cable ConslnIction

Tel~tor~ fer C.... Explosion
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AF'I'ER 'l'HE BLAS'I': Westminster firelighters pour water onto the ruins of crew installing cable-television lines apparently damaged an underground gas
homes destroyed by a natural-gas explosion and tires yesterday. A construction line.

Gas leak blows Up 2 homes, damages 10
By Slacey hca an4 Marilyn Robinson
Denver Poll Staff Writer.

AWestminlter woman escaped serious in
jury yesterday after a natural gas leak blew
up her home and another nearby and then
ignited, fire that damaged other houses in
her suburban neighborhood,

Two houses exploded and burned to rub
ble after a construction crew nicked a gas
line wllile installing wires for a cable televi·

slon compllllY.
, TIle~o- from tholIe houses leaped to

three addltional homes, and broken windows
or craCked walls were reported in seven
more bouaes.

Authorities estimated the damage at $1.5
miUlon.

When the explosion occurred shortly after
11 a.m., Judy Moore was inside her house at
3479 W. 112tll Circle, just east of Front

IWJp CommuIIIty eou.ce. SIle had retum
ed hoIIIe from an aenIIlcI elsa and bad tak
en off ber 'um..wllell ber bouse blew
up. WWdn IICGIICII, a IICOIICI home across
the Itftet explodtd and began to burn.

Moore crawled to IIfety. SIle later called
her buaballd to teD bIm the news. ''She was
crying. SIle just IIId, 'I was in the house and
it blew up,' .. recalled Arlan Moore.

Judy Moore and other residents who !ive

in a one-bloclt radius were evacuated from
the nel&bborbood and taken to a recreation
ceater. wbere they waited for relativel aDd
made pbone calli. Moore was later taken to
St. AIlthony Hospital North and treated for
minor injuries.

"She Is In cood spirits:' Arlan Moore said
as he sat in a hospital waiting room. "She

Please see BLAST on 7A
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leveled. A crew instelling cable-televi.ion lines apparent
ly damaged an underground gas line.

THE DENVER POST

The Oen_ Poet I Kllrl_8

RUCUIIh We.tmlnster PoUce Officer TIm Wright .-LI: A We.tminster tireflghttr trains a hose on
cani•• pet rabbit rescued from 3489 W. 112th Circle. what's left of 3480 W. 112th CIrcle, one of ttle two home.

Tuesday, March 14, 1995

Natural gas explosion destro-ys 2 homes, damages 10

The o.n.., Poll I KOfI_8

RUINS: A firefighter moves past 3479 W. 112th Circle.

BLAST from Page 1A

really bas a lot better inatlncts than I
would have had."

Arlan Moore Aid his wife was eet
tinl ready to take a sbower in the
master batllraom on the second floor
wben the explOliOll erupted. She was
able to erawl to safety before tbe
boule espIocIed iDto na-.

Tbe COlIJl\e moved IIIto their brand·
new bome·abollt Ill: IllOIItJrr aso, aDd
Judy Moore rteeIlUy flRilhed deco·
ratinC the enUre ..... BIIt the only
be!oRII... the couple owued yester·
day afternoon were the clothes on
their badts aDd a ear.

''T!dI Is it for me - IlIJ clothes,"
salel Arlen Moore, _tine to his
_tel' 8lId pula. '1 bave my em
bag ill the car to worlt out, but that is
it."

Arlan Moore made arrangements
with an inslIraDee agent wbile walt
ine for his wife to be released from
the ...taL Judy Moore, deelted in
ber woikout clothes and white socks,
was too upset to talk about her expe
rience.

The Moores' across-the-street
neiPbors, who live at 3480 W. 1l2th
Circle. were flot home when their
house exploded into flames, authori·
ties salel.

An entire chunk of wall 'from one
borne was blown into the middle of

the Itreet. A C10ral couch cusbion and
wleIl.er basket seemed to be the ollly
bouIebold items that were not burned
beyond reeopition.

A car that was parked ioIide the
Moores' blaell:ened garage was turned
into a cbarred. metal skeleton. The
home was reduced to asb'es.

Authorities said the blast blew out
out a wiDdow in a neighbor's borne,
cuUine a J'year-old boy and knocklllg
a 3-week-old girl ill a baby carrier off
a eounter top. Both children were
treated at a clinic for minor injuries.

The homes went up in flames
shortly after II a.m.• but the prob
lems with the gas line started about
9:45 a.m., when workers for Develop
ers Cable Construction punctured a
pipeline at 112th. Circle and King
Street, according to Dave Leiker, a
spokesman for the Westminster Fire
Department.

The crews were drilliq I tuIIIIeI for
the cable wires about 4 feet uder
ground. They realiud the11tn1l:k the
line and stopped drillllli. IIid Leiker.

Residents said they irnediately
smelled gas. Mark Sallllripa, wbo
ll~es one block from the expletlon,
went to talk to the COIIIItnct\oII crew
after his home filled witb lie PI odor.

"It smelled IIIl.e I ba4 ..,... witb
toxins." aaicI Samlripa. wilt...boane
with his 6-1ear-old SOD. , talked to
tbe COIIItruetlon workers before the
exploslon happeaed. I told lbem _
thiIII was wrong...

After the eqJIosiolIs. SIIwipa ran
inside at least two homes te warn resI-,
dents of the dupr. I ~

The homes that explodel bad filled
with natural gas and tIleD npMd IMD
flames. AutlloriUes were lIot sure
what ignited tile fires.

"Ignition COlIId be anytlliDg, sucII as
a pilot light from a fUTll8l:e or possi·
bly a spark from a light switch or out·
let," Leiker said.

It is unclear who notified the Public
service Co.

But compuy spokesmall Mark
Stutz said gas crews arrived· about
10: 15 a.m. - at least 45 mlIIutes be
fore the explosion.

The workers had shut (f the elec
tricity and gas in the ara and were
trying to figure out wMe the con·
struction crews rupturedthe line.

The Public service crew, Stut% said.
was working near the homes when
they exploded but also escaped injury.

As for Moore, Leiker said she was
extremely lucky.

"She was probably In the right
place at the right time. Th~ explosion

probably blew out the first floor and
then dropped the second floor," Leiker
said. "I don't think she would have
fared as well if she had been on the
first floor I think the house would
have come dO;"n on her."



APPENDIX I

SUGGESTED RULES

The following Rules correspond to matters suggested by MIT Communities

Matters where MIT Communities generally adopt or support the positions of other
parties are not included.

Open Video System Certification.

(a) A local exchange carrier may provide cable service to its cable service
subscribers in its telephone area through an open video system. A local exchange carrier
proposing to operate an open video system shall certify to the Commission that it will
operate such open video system in compliance with this part. Only telephone companies
can offer open video system services, no cable operator may be certified as an open video
system provider.

(b) The Commission shall publish notice of the receipt of any such Certificate of
Compliance and shall act to approve or disapprove any such certification within ten (10)
days after receipt of such certification. In the absence of any action by the Commission
approving or disapproving a Certificate of Compliance, such Certificate shall be deemed to
be approved on the eleventh (llth) calendar day after receipt by the Commission.

(c) A Certificate of Compliance for an open video system shall include the
following information:

(1) The legal name of the proposed open video system operator, entity
identification or social security number, and whether the operator is an individual,
private association, partnership, limited liability company, partnership, or a
corporation.

(2) The name and respective percentage of ownership of all persons or
entities which own, directly or indirectly, more than a ten percent (10%) financial
interest, or any management interest, in the proposed open video system operator.

(3) The proposed open video system operator shall certify that it is a local
exchange carrier and shall designate the telephone service area(s) within which such
carrier provides telephone exchange service in which it proposes to provide cable
service over the open video system.

(4) The mailing address, telephone number, and name of an individual
responsible for communications with the Commission of the proposed open video
system operator to which all communications are to be directed.



(5) The authorization in the form of a franchise, certificate, permit, license,
ordinance, or agreement from each appropriate state and local government agencies
or bodies in the proposed telephone service area in which the local exchange carrier
proposes to operate an open video system.

(6) The channel capacity of the proposed open video system, and the
portion of the activated channel capacity on which the local exchange carrier and its
affiliates plan to provide video programming services to subscribers.

(7) The number of channels reserved for public, educational, or
governmental access, and the support the proposed open video system operator will
provide for such channels.

(8) The rate of the fees on the gross revenues of the proposed open video
system operator for the provision of cable service imposed by a local franchising
authority or other governmental entity, in lieu of the franchise fees.

(9) The date the local exchange carrier plans to commence providing open
video system service to one or more subscribers.

(10) Certification that the proposed open video system will be operated in
compliance with this part.

(11) A certificate of service showing that the Certificate of Compliance has
been served on each local franchising authority or other governmental entity in the
local telephone service area, service on all local broadcast television stations in the
ADI in the telephone service area, and service on all cable operators providing cable
service in the telephone service area.

(d) The proposed open video system operator shall receive the approval of the
local franchising authority or other governmental entity no more than one hundred eighty
(180) days prior to the Commission's receipt of the Certificate of Compliance.

Rates and Contracts.

(a) Open video system providers shall include with their certification their entire
rate structure, including rates, terms and conditions, for entities other than the open video
system provider to provide programming on the open video system, and shall include
complete copies of all contracts already signed with third parties whereby the open video
system provider or such third parties carry or otherwise provide the third parties'
programming on the open video system.

(1) The rates shall include charges in fifteen-minute increments up to and
including continuous, full-time carriage.



(2) The open video system provider shall file with the Commission all
changes or additions to the preceding rates, terms conditions and contracts
immediately upon their being signed or effective.

(b) The open video system provider shall at no charge provide all the preceding
items in subsection (a) to any third party requesting same within seven (7) days of receipt
of a written or verbal request for same.

(c) All rates and contracts shall contain a most favored nations clause as follows:
"Programmer shall be entitled at any time to the rates, terms and conditions on which any
other person is provided access to or the carriage of programming by the open video system
provider."

(d) Rate differences may only be based on objective, verifiable criteria such as
volume discounts, special rates for non-profit entities or other categories with advance
approval of the Commission.

(e) All persons requesting access to or carriage on the open video system shall be
provided carriage in 6 MHz NTSC analog format on the analog portion of the open video
system provider. No person shall be provided carriage on any digital or in -6 MHz NTSC
format unless they expressly request same in writing.

Unaftlliated Entities. To be counted towards the two-third unaffiliated entity requirement,
a person may have no relation with the open video system provider, directly or indirectly,
other than a carrier-user relationship. Such person may not be owned by, operated by,
controlled by, or under common control with the open video system provider.

(a) As used above, the terms" controf' and" affiliate" bar any financial or business
relationship whatsoever by contract or otherwise, directly or indirectly between the open
video system provider and such person, except only the carrier-user relationship.

(b) Examples of situations in which an open video system provider and such
person will be deemed to be controlled or having a relationship include the following among
others: Where one is the debtor or creditor of the other (except with respect to charges for
communication services); where they have a common officer, director, or other employee
at the management level; where there is any element of ownership or other financial interest
by one in the other; and where any party has a financial interest in both.

Franchise Fees.

(a) An open video system provider shall pay a fee in lieu of a franchise fee at the
same effective rate as is paid the local franchising authority by its cable operator. Such
effective rate may be in excess of 5% for cable franchises entered into prior to October 30,
1984, and for such franchises the open video system provider shall include the monetary
value of all goods and services provided by the incumbent cable operator, less the fair



market value of any such goods and services which the open video system provider
duplicates and similarly provides.

(b) Upon request by either the local franchising authority or an actual or
prospective open video system provider, the cable operator serving the local franchise
authority shall provide within seven (7) days of a verbal or written request for same a
statement of the fair market value of all goods and services which it provides such local
franchising authority or others in support of PEG channels and a detailed description of how
such value was computed. In addition, such cable operator shall provide the local
franchising authority and actual of prospective open video system provider complete access
to all books and records necessary or helpful in the ascertainment, computation of such fair
market value.
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